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By the EXAMINER 


HEN the News firſt came over, that a Gentleman was Turn'd out of 
the Privy-Council in Ireland, for Reflecting, in a very prophane Manner, 
upon the Clergy of that Kingdom, in Convocation allembled; ſome of the ſanguine 
Well wiſhers to the CHURCH, were pleas'd to ſay in the uſual Stile, That it 
was to the great Mortification of the Whigs: Whilſt the Under-clamourers of 
the Faction ſeem'd to be very much ſurpriz'd, and expreſs'd themſelves in ſome 
of theſe ambiguous Terms - Jon ſee what they are driving at.. No body knows 
where This may end.--- Which are the uſual Language of the Hackney Advocates * + 
and Drudges to Sedition, before their Leaders and Prompters have given them 
their Leſſon, how to Open, and be more particular in their Clamours. It might 


indeed be reaſonably expected, That upon the Arrival of this Piece of News, the 


Whigs ſhoud ſtand and gaze a while, and aſſume a few Airs of Aſtoniſhment : * 
Becauſe, the Puniſhing of any One, for ſpeaking Lightly and Profanely of 
Religion, or for affronting the Orthodox Clergy, ſhews a Spirit in the Miniſtry 
ſo widely different from that which pofleſs*'d their Patriots, when the very ſame © 
Crime was accounted highly Meritorious, and made a Recommendation to 
Favour and Preferment; that a good deal of Wonder may very well become - 
them, at the Odneſs of the Turn; notwithſtanding they are prepar'd to gueſs at 
the Reaſons of it. - = 
Upon this Occaſion I cannot forbear congratulating the Church of England, 
how little ſoever this remote Circumſtance may ſeem to affect Her. It is a Happi- 
neſs (which Siſter Churches did heretofore often Mention with Joy in their mu- 
tual Intercourſes with each other) that She had ſo near a Neighbour, united to 
Her in the ſame Common Head, both Earthly and Heavenly, and Reform'd, by 
the ſame pure Patron of Primitive Chriſtianity, who, after a long and unweari- 
ed Struggle with the Tyranny of Popery, and Encroachments of Fanaticiſm, 
can ſtill put Her in Mind of the Rights and Dignity of a Proteftant Epiſcopal 
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Sud, and whenever She fs attacks" by + Irrelſgious Men, ean 
Juſtice upon the Offenders, and maintam the Honour of Her Orders and Her 


Clergy, The Iriſh Church enjoys this further Advantage, That Her moſt inve- 


terare and formidable Enemies are thoſe without; and that the Attemprs againſt 
Her are general, and reach to the whole Order : Becauſe there are few of Her 
Clergy, who are at the Pains to deſerve the Thanks and Praifes of Hereticks ard 
Schijmaticks, or woud value themſelves for being chiefly in their Favour. The 
Promotion of the preſent Learned Pious and Wite Primate of Ireland to that 
Dignity, which by a Courle of many Great and Eminent Services he has ſo 
well deſervd gave aLuftre to the Chureh which ſenſibly affected all Her beſt Friends 


= Both Iſlands. A Time may come, when perhaps I ſhall be able to Com- 


pliment my Neighbours upon ſome further Advantages. which, with the Fa- 
vour of the Government, the iriſh Clergy may reaſonably expect; whereby they 
ſhall be enabled to ſtop the Growth of Popery, and root out the Seeds of Fana- 
tiſm and Rebellin: When ſome Attonement ſhall be made for that heavy Bur- 
den and indelible Blemiſh on the 1riſþ Eltablitament; where a Numerous Body 
of Diſſenting Teachers, many of whom are found to be Diſſenters from the 
Government as well as from the Church, were maintain'd at the publick Evpence, 
and to ſhew us how Learnedly they can explatn the Meaning of Toleration, 


| were paid for oppoſing the National Church, more heartily than they did Popery, 


and were encourzgd to Propagate Shim and Rebellion, and entail our Corrup- 


tions upon Poſterity. 


But waving theſe more general Conſiderations, I ſhall confine the reſt of this 


| Paper to the particular Occaſion of Mr. M. th removal from the Privy-Coun- 


eil. His affronting the Clergy in the Words of Holy Scripture, ſhews him to be. 


a tolerable Maſter of the modiſh Rallery of the Nis upon that Subjet: But 


when we conſider that they were originally ſpoken by the Unbelieving Jems, mov'd 
with Envy, who had taken nnto them certain lewd Fellows of the baſer Sort, and 


bad raiſed a Mobb againſt St. Paul; the Parallel is not much to his Ho- 


nour : And where the Performance riſes no higher than to the Repetition of a. 
ſtale forlorn Jeſt, I do not think the Conſolation of having ſaid One witty Thing 
after other Peeple, will by any Means fall to his Share. The Honour of the 
Prieſthood in all Ages and Nations, whether Heathen, or Chriſtian, Civiliz*d or 
Barbarous, has ever been the Care of the Publick ;. and. the Argument of Ge- 
neral Conſent turns very much in Favour: of that Order. If the Dignity of their 
Charatter has been carried any where too high, and made a Grievance to the 
Subject, there is no Reaſon we ſhoud avoid this by running into a worſe Extream. 
We are either very Ignorant or very Prejudic'd, if we do not know, that we. 
have the beſt and moſt learn'd Clergy in the World; and whilſt our Neighbours, 
envy us upon this Account we ſhoud not treat them ſo as to make our ſelves. 
unworthy of the Bleſſing. I know of n» ſolid. Reaſon for ſuch Treatment, but 
a Dutch Cuſtem, and yet our Circumſtances and theirs, are, in the preſent Caſe, 
widely different. If our Clerzy were too Rich, they woud not be ſo often in- 
ſulted and Rediculld for their Poverty: If they were Poor and Contemptible, 


woud not be ſo Miſrepreſented, as they ſometimes are as Dangerous and. 
idable- ney. did. not excel in Learning, their order. had long ſince 


* 


ſcarce be ſo many open Attacks upon the Dottrines and Diſcipline of the Chursh. 
Jo Hate or revile the Clergy, out of preterided Zeal for the State, is ſenſeleſs 


Malice and Ingratitude ; becauſe they always affiſted us in Times of publick 


Danger, and have been often highly Inſtrumental in the Deliverance of their 

Country. To Hate them on Account of their Revenue, favours ftrongly of Op- 
charm and whether we conſider their Texure by the Law, or by the Goſpel, we 
) 


id fair for the Overthrow of Property, by weakning the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Ili- 


tle that any Britiſh Subjet# can plead to his Polleſſtions. To Hate them becauſe 


they are of a different Order from d, and adhere tothe Intereſt of their own Body, 


is a Procecdure that expoſes our ſelves to a worſe Cenſure; and very juſtly deprives: 
them of that common good Senſe and Sagacity, which all Bodies and Corporati- 
ons, even to the loweſt Order of Mechanics, do exerciſe in a more ample Man- 


ner, than the moſt Sacred and Venerable, And to Hate them  becaute many 


Vor them live in Eaſe and Retirement (ſo Stud) is called by Men 
of Buſineſs) muſt prove but an ill Requital for their generouſly foregoing. 
thoſe many Advantages, with Ambition and Avarice, join'd to their excellent. 
Talents and expenſive Education, might in all probability procure them. The Or- 
thodox Clergy never aim'd at any of thoſe extraordinary Powers and Priviledges, 
which many of the Schiſmatical Teachers, who accuſe them of a Tyrannical Tem- 

er, have actually claim'd and enjoy'd, wherever they coud work themſelves into 
an Eſtabliſhment. Even the Presbyterzan Miniſters among us, for whoſe Sakes 
ſome Men pretend to leſſon and opp-1fe the Clergy out of a Tenderneſs of Spirit, 
do in Fal, excrciſe a more Subſtantial Dominion over their Congregations, 
many of which Congregations are full of 1:dependents, and Men of a different 
Religion from the Preacher, than ever the Clergy aſpir'd to in the Church, when 
their Intereſt was at the Height, and the Court lookt moſt favourably upon em. 
In a Reign preceding the late Revolution, when Immorality was too much in 


| Faſhion, the Cuſtom of being Severe and Satyrical upon the Clergy obtain'd a- 
aality, even to a Forfeiture of that 


mong tle gay looſe Part of our Gentry and Qu, 
good Manners, which was then ſo much talk'd of as the diſtinguithing Mark of 


a Gentleman : But this Iniquity, however Groſs and Inexcuſable, falls very ſhort - 
of the modern Crime of Abuling, Libelling, and Buffooning the whole Order, 


not out of Wantonneſs of Wit, but Perverſeneſs of Principles. 
It is great Ignorance,or great Injuftice, to form a Judgment of an entire Body, 
from the Conduct of a very Few, whoſe Misfortunes are perhaps more the Fault 
of thoſe who Cenſure them, than their own. There is One Office among the 
(leg, I mean that o: Chaplarns, which certainly wants to be better regulated. 
But by obſerving the Pauvreties which ſome unhappy Gentlemen are expoſed to, 


we ſhoud rather labour to Reform, than Vilify, rather Cure the infected Part, 


than ſpread the Malady. All Orders of Mei expect to have Juſtice done their 
Character, from the End and Deſin of their Inſtitution, and from a general 


Account of their Conduct, and not from the ill Management of a Few, or the: 


Introduction of one or two irregular Cuſtoms, which they coud not foreſee, and 
cannot yet prevent. We muſt therefore not treat the Clergy, as if they were only! 
Chaplains to. the Laim And how light and indifferent ſoever this evil 
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denſuring and reviling a Sacred Order may ſceni tous, upon the Recommenda- 
tion of great Examples, and the Force of Cuſtom ; yet it is as manifeſt a Breach 
of the Divine Lam,, and a ſure Proof of great Lukewarmneſs, if not of ut- 
ter diſregard to Religion. Our Readineſs to accuſe a weak Clergyman of Diſ- 
gracing his own Gown, 1s a Proof, that we own it for Venerable; and therefore 
thoud not be the firſt to Defile, what we were appointed to wear. There is, and ever 
will be, a cloſe Connection between the Dignity of an Office, and the Reputati- 
on of thoſe who bear it. Do we bid our Miniſters look to the Honour of their 
Fun&ion, and at the ſame I ime vacate that very Advice we give them, by ditho. 
nouring that Function without their Concurrence? As he can never be call'd a 
go d Subject, who reviles Men in Authority, and ſpeaks Evil Dignities; 10 nei- 
ther can he be reputed a good Chriſtian, who indulges hin- ſelf in the open Pra- 
Erice of Clamour and Defamation, againſt the Miniſters of that Religion, aug 
the Stewards of its Myſteries. G III. 5% 5 
But however flagrant this Iniquity really is in its cwn Nature, I appeal to the 
Experience of Mankind, whether reviling and male-treatirg the Clergy, has not 
een the inſeperable Mark of a Party now among us. A Whigg has been known 
by his Satire and Ribaldry on this Subjudt, when he had eſcap'd ſaſe through 
all other Symbols of Diſtinction. The Titles, Habits, Looks, Geſtures, Manner cf 
Life and Education, Forms of Praying and Preaching, Dues, Revenues, innocent 
Diverſioni, and all minute Circumſtances in the Character of a Clergyman, have 
been made the ordinary Subject of Drollery and Contempt. The Prels hath pour d 
out its blackeſt Stains upon the Order. They have been Ridicul'd in fooliſh Pam- 
plets, idle Songs, and lewd Miſcellanies. In the Senate upon the Bench, at the 
Bar, and on the Stage, they have been ſet up and expos'd as the Butts of Ma- 
lice and Buffoonery ; even to the Diſgrace of the Perſons who ſpoke, as much 
as of the Subject they went upon. The Mitre has been ſet upon a Head, con- 
ſtant to no other Principle, but that of Libelling and Abuſing the Hferior 
Clergy; and the Pulpit fill'd with Reverend Declaimers againſt the Honour of 
their own Order. But I ſpake the melancholly Reflection on paſt Miſcarriages; 
in hopes, That the Advice of ſome of their Sophiſters will prevail with them, to 
be more Civil for the Future; if but meerly out of Regard to their Temporal 
Intereſt ; and becauſe they find by Experience, the Clergy have it in their Power | 
to make ample Reprizals. For indeed, wherever any of the Faction were tender 
of this Point, they always took care to let us know the true Motives of their 
Virtue, and made it rather a Caſe of Good Manners, than of Conſcience. God be: 
thank'd, thoſe Times of Lingring Perſecution are now over, when the Clergy 
were Oppreſſed, Ill-us'd and Diſcountenanc'd ; and then in the Way of gentle 
.. Reproot, and brotherly Advice, charg'd with Imprudence, for not Voting with 
their greateſt Enemies. The Church never expected to retrieve Her Loſſes; and 
recover Her former Happineſs, but in Company with the Crows, Her conftant 
 Fellow-Sufferer ; and after ſo many Proofg of the Favour of the Government, the 
Clergy need not in any Caſe, diſpair bf Juſtice. May every One, who has 
III- will to them, either timely prevent, or quickly meet the Fate of Mr. M. . thb. 
A more than ordinary Regard for their ſacred Function ard Character will 
but jiſt ſerve to make up the Duty of Reſtitution , and gattonc for paſt Injuries 


